
Cloze 
 
A cloze passage is designed to help students build comprehension and vocabulary skills 

and enables them to remember more of what they read.  It also allows the students to tap 

into their background knowledge when reading new material to help figure out new words 

that are unfamiliar to them.  The teacher can then determine the direction of instruction 

based on the students’ responses. 

 
Objectives 

• Students apply background knowledge to make connections and determine 

meanings of new vocabulary. 

• Students read with the purpose of locating the details and vocabulary needed to 

complete the cloze activity. 
 
Teaching the strategy 

• Make a copy of a section of text you want the students to read and understand 

(possible the summary at the end of a chapter) 

• White out key terms in the passage 

• Make copies of the text for the students or if you have one, use a document camera 

to complete the activity as whole group 

• Students read the passage and try to fill in the blanks using what they already know 

about the topic 

• Discuss possible answers as a whole group or in small groups 

• Students may also use sentence structure and context clues to determine what 

words would fit into the blanks. 

• Read the text concentrating on locating and remembering the details and vocabulary 

needed to complete the cloze activity 

• Read the cloze passage again to check or complete the words that go into the blanks



Sample 
The Trial of Anne Hibbins 

 
The early history of the _____________ Bay Col ony will forever be tainted by the wi tch trials during 

the 1600s. No real ___________ was needed in those days to convict a person of being a witch; sometimes 

only the word of a neighbor or even a child was enough to put someone to death. 

The mass hysteria, tri als, and ha ngings during 1692 ar e perhaps the most memorable: 156 

_________ people were accused, 3 0 were convicted of _________, and 19 were executed. However, 40 

years earlier in that century, the s ame practice o ccurred. One well-known case was the trial of Anne  

_________. 

Hibbins’ family had immigrated to Massachuse tts from England and was quite ________ from the  

beginning. Her biggest problem, however, was her strong-mindedness and __ _______ nature, which 

caused tension and ill will among her neighbors and fellow churchgoers. When she entered into a ________ 

with the Pu ritan church in 1640, the church elders excommunicated  her. Then, after her husband’s 

_________ losses and eventual death in 1654, Hibbins no longer had the protection of social  status and 

wealth. 

Overhearing neighbors talking about her, Anne _______ nearly everything they said. This led to the 

accusation that she had ________ powers. In 1 655, she stood before a jury, accused of being a  _______, 

and was found guilty. Although the magistrates reviewed the verdict and _________ it, her accusers pushed 

to have her ______ before the Ge neral Court, where she  was once again found guilty. The  governor 

sentenced her to death by ________.  

Sadly, she had correctly ________ what they were saying about her in the street that day, an d her 

cleverness sent her to the gallows. Minister John Norton commented that Hibbens was hanged for having 

more _____ than her neighbors had. 
 

The Trial of Anne Hibbins 
 

The early history of the Massachusetts Bay Colony will forever be tainted by the witch tri als during the 1600s. 
No real evid ence was needed in th ose days to convict a pe rson of being a witch; some times only th e word of a 
neighbor or even a child was enough to put someone to death. 

The mass hysteria, trials, and hangings during 1692 are perhaps the most memorable: 156 innocent people 
were accused, 30 were convicted of witchcraft, and 19 were executed. Howev er, 40 years earlier in that century, the  
same practice occurred. One well-known case was the trial of Anne Hibbons. 

Hibbins’ family had immigrated to Massachusetts from England and was quite prosperous from the beginning. 
Her biggest problem, however, was her strong-mindedness and outspoken nature, which caused tension and ill will  
among her neighbors and fellow churchgoers. When she entered into a disp ute with the Puritan ch urch in 1640, the 
church elders excommunicated her. Then, after her husband’s financial losses and eventual death in 1654, Hibbins no 
longer had the protection of social status and wealth. 

Overhearing neighbors talking about her, Anne repeated nearly everything they said. This led  to the 
accusation that she had devilish  powers. In 1655, she stood b efore a jury, accused of being a witch, and was found 
guilty. Although the magistrates reviewed the verdict and overthrew it, her accusers pushed to have her re-tried before 
the General Court, where she was once again found guilty. The governor sentenced her to death by hanging.  

Sadly, she had correctly guessed what they were saying about her in the street that day, and her cleverness 
sent her to the gallo ws. Minister John Norton commented that Hibb ens was hanged fo r having more wit  than her 
neighbors had.  


